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SPORTS | Aggie Hockey

Utah State head coach Jon Eccles has
over 200 wins, three athletes playing
pro and does it all for free.
see PAGE 2

STUDENT LIFE | Aggie Songwriter
Joshua Clafin is turning heads in national
guitar songwriters competition.

NEWS | Students Elevated

USU Aggies Elevated program helps students
with mental disorders succeed.

see PAGE 5

see PAGE 6

Meal plan prices rising next year
By Joshua Hortin
NEWS WRITER

Starting Jan. 1, the prices for block meal
plans and on-campus cash equivalencies
for all meal plans will rise.
The pricing of traditional meal plans will
remain the same throughout the school
year, but its cash equivalency will also rise
in January.
The increases are due to inflation during
the last three years, which has driven prod-

uct prices up. The last price increase for
block meal plans was three years ago.
“We work hard to keep our prices down,
and we felt like we had no choice at this
point but to raise our prices,” said Alan Andersen, executive director of Dining Services.
Block meal plans allow students to purchase a number of meals at a reduced rate
that can be used in the Aggie Marketplace,
the Junction or the Skyroom Restaurant

anytime. Students are also allowed to visit
other on-campus restaurants and spend up
to $6.50 cash equivalency. Even though
meal plan prices will become more expensive, the cash equivalency feature of the
meal plans will become more valuable, rising from $6.50 to $7.
The new pricing of block meal plans depends on the number of meals purchased.
Twenty-five meals will cost $206.25, an increase of $8.75. Seventy-five meals will

PHOTOS BY Ethan Babcock
Students use meal plans to buy on-campus food from USU Dining Services. Some eateries, like the Aggie Marketplace and the Junction, accept meal plan cards so students can pay for thier food up front. In 2017,
the average price per meal will increase by 35 cents

cost $581.25, an increase of $26.25. The
average increase is 35 cents per meal.
Andersen said Dining Services plans to
start a proactive campaign in December to
inform students about the block meal plan
price increase and to encourage students
to buy their block meal plans before prices
go up.
“I’m glad that the cash equivalency is going up as well,” said KJ Patterson, a junior
studying computer science. “If the meal
plan were to go up but the cash equivalency weren’t, then I’d say that’s not fair.”
Kaden McArthur, a freshman in law and
constitution studies, and Shaylen Skidmore, a freshman in biological engineering, both say they buy traditional meal
plans specifically with the cash equivalency option.
McArthur and Skidmore both expressed
that while they value cash equivalency,
they wish the cash equivalency could be
used more than once per day, a drawback
of the traditional meal plan.
Andersen said one of Dining Services
core values is continuous improvement.
“Let us know how we’re doing,” he said.
“We can’t fix it if we don’t know that it’s
broken.”
Andersen invites students to give feedback through Dining Services’ website using the Talk to the Director feature, which
can be found at dining.usu.edu.
“We really want to know what is going on
— good and bad,” he said.
— joshua.hortin@aggiemail.usu.edu

A call to worship on all soul’s day
By Vivian Gates
STUDENT LIFE STAFF WRITER

For Catholics, Nov 2 is a day to remember
those beloved friends and family members
who have since passed on.
Unlike All Hallow’s Eve on Oct 31 or All
Saint’s Day on Nov 1, which are days of
solemnity to honor to saints enjoying the
blessings of heaven, All Soul’s Day is not
so much a day of reverence, but rather a
day of commemoration. Catholics on this
day are not obliged to attend mass as they
are on Nov 1, but instead are encouraged
to attend remembrance or prayer services
held by their parish.
Sister Marilyn Mark of St. Jerome’s Cath-

olic Newman Center said, “Prayer for our
beloved dead has been a treasure custom
from the earliest days of the Church. We
believe that our prayers can be of assistance to the dead. We say it in the Nicene
Creed each Sunday, ‘I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead/and the life of the
world to come.’ In fact, November is designated as the Month of All Souls.”
At St. Jerome’s evening prayer Nov 2,
Catholic students gathered together for a
remembrance of their dead, beginning
with a song or “call to worship.” Each student then had the opportunity to approach
the altar, light a candle and say the name
of their departed to whom they wished to
dedicate their evening prayer.

Psalm 116 was read in unison, each stanza alternately read by the congregation or
Sister Marilyn. Finally, the evening was
brought to a close with a reading from the
New Testament prophet Paul’s first letter
to the Corinthians:
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
So when this corruptible shall have put
on incorruption, and this mortal shall have

put on immortality, then shall be brought
to pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory.
O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory?” I Corinthians 15:5155
Incense burned at the front of the chapel,
filling the room with its sweet aroma. Students and other members of the congregation offered a moment of silence after each
reading or prayer, and looked up at the
soft billows of smoke traveling up into the
rafters. The smoky clouds seemed to be
traveling home — almost a metaphor for
the sweet spirits of loved ones whose pictures hung above the altar of candles.
— viviangates29@gmail.com

PHOTOS BY Kyle Todecheene
The Catholic Newman Center where the All Soul’s Day event took place.
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USU POLICE BLOTTER
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28

• A student reported two LDS
missionaries had stopped her and
asked her to join the LDS church. The
student wanted to submit a complaint
because it was not something that
should be happening on a public
campus.
• USU responded to the east side
of the North End Zone building on a
report from an event staff member
of four males who are possibly
intoxicated. Officers made contact
with the suspects and found that
they were not intoxicated but were
“goofing around.”

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29

• USU Police responded to the
football stadium on a report from the
complainant that one of the doors
leading to the press box would not
lock. A piece of carpet was discovered
wedged under the door keeping the
door from locking. The carpet was
removed and the door locked.
• USU Police observed a male
individual in the Blue Parking Terrace
urinating on the wall. Police contacted
individual and discovered that he had
consumed alcoholic beverages under
age. Police cited and released the
individual for Public Urination and MIP
Alcohol.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30

• USU Police responded to a noise
complaint in Aggie Village. USU
Police believes the noise was coming
from a machine of some sorts in the
apartment that was vibrating the walls
to the apartment above.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 31

• USU Police took a report of a girl in
the Student Center women’s restroom
possibly video recording others with
her cell phone. Further
investigation found that the
person was face timing a family
member. She was asked to find a
better location.

PAGE 2
Contact USU Police at

435-797-1939

for non-emergencies.

EMERGENCY NUMBER: 911
• USU Police responded to a report
of a broken window at the Biology
building. The damage was caused by
strong winds during the night.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2

• USU Police responded to an
apartment in Aggie Village in a
report of an unusual noise. Officers
discovered that a smoke detector
had malfunctioned in one of the
apartments and the renter of the
apartment had placed the smoke
detector outside because it was
making noise inside the apartment.
The renter was told to contact USU
housing in the morning to get the
smoke detector replaced.

Aggies Elevated helps students succeed
By Morgan Pratt
OPINION CONTENT EDITOR

Heber Morse is from Sandy. He’s a returned

missionary and a freshman studying business.
His long-term goal is to open his own business
with good customer service — the kind that

“makes the customers feel important rather
than brushed to the side.” In the long run, he
wants to be a well-rounded business man.

But obtaining those goals was once out of his

reach. Morse learned in elementary school that
he had an intellectual disability, which means
he learns at a slower pace.

As a child, he attended numerous speech ther-

apy sessions because he had difficulties pronouncing his R’s.

“At those points, I felt like a singled-out per-

son,” he said, adding that it was hard to make
friends and keep up with school work.

Disorganization was a big issue for him. Also,

kids made fun of him.

Morse served a two-year mission for The

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in
downtown Salt Lake City. Once he returned, he
wanted to go to college. He was accepted into

the Aggies Elevated program, an on-campus

university-preparation program for those with
intellectual disabilities, in mid-February.

“I soon realized that if I put my mind to it, I

can work even with my disability,” he said.

Aggies Elevated accepts people on the entire

spectrum of mental disorders, regardless of
ability. Their motto is “[people] have the right

to meaningful employment, lifelong learning,
self-determination and full community inclusion.”

Aggies Elevated students are just like regular

students: they live on campus, attend classes,

Berkley Nero, who wants to study music ther-

apy, said she’s under a lot of pressure to do well

them grow up.”

Most of the Aggies Elevated students said they

in college.

don’t run into negative stereotypes often. How-

she said.

tive stigmas against people with intellectual

“My mom wants me to focus on my career,”
Despite the pressure, Nero said Aggies Elevat-

ed helped her rise to the occasion.

“It takes time to be ready for college, but Ag-

ever, Nero said she sometimes runs into nega-

disabilities. She said people judge her because
they think she isn’t capable of going to college.

“But with a relaxed mind, you can do it,” she

learn university preparation skills and take col-

gies Elevated is a really cool program for me to

said. “If you calm down your struggles, you can

hours of coursework. The goal of Aggies Elevat-

here at Utah State.”

hard enough.”

lege classes. Students complete about 40 credit

ed is to give those with intellectual disabilities
the opportunity to be employed after college.

“We learned note-taking skills, how to do dif-

ferent homework assignments on time,” he

said. “We learn more about what the real world
is like.”

One aspect of Aggies Elevated that helps stu-

dents learn how to be independent is the small
class sizes, said Sophia Shaffer, who wants to
study veterinary technology.

“I do much better in smaller classes,” she said.

Hannah Fassmann, who wants to study animal

science, said college has been a great opportunity to be herself and move out of the house.

“It was time to move out,” she said. “I was get-

ting on my parent’s nerves and it was nice to
move out and enjoy the college experiences
and move into the dorms. I’ve really had a good

experience with that and meeting new people.
I’ve just been loving it.”

be in,” she said. “It’s a new world for me to be
Right now, she said she’s learning how to be

do it. As long as you know how to work super

Call said even though she’s having a great ex-

more independent so she can eventually move

perience at school, she struggles with making

Fassmann said she’s also learning how to be

“It’s hard having the courage to meet new

to Los Angeles.

independent through the program by learning

how to arrange a class schedule and use the bus
system.

friends with people outside of Aggies Elevated.

people,” she said. “I also have trouble with
roommates, but now we got along.”

Morse said Aggies Elevated pushes him to step

“The bus system is hard,” she said. “But I’m

out of his comfort zone by giving him opportu-

Fassmann said she wants to study animal sci-

“Sometimes when I’m by myself, it’s hard to

surviving.”

ence. In high school, she trained a few seeing
eye dogs.

She said Aggies Elevated changed her life.

“I can work toward my career,” she said. “I

want to be an animal trainer.”

Brianna Call, who wants to be a special educa-

tion teacher, said she’s glad Aggies Elevated is
helping her accomplish her dreams.

“I love to teach little kids and help them do

little art projects,” Call said. “I want to help

nities to meet new people.

make friends,” he said. “But by stepping out of

my comfort zone, I’ve been able to make more
friends.”

But all of the Aggies Elevated students agreed

that the coming to Utah State University was a
chance for them to meet new lifelong friends.
— morgan.pratt.robinson@gmail.com
@morganprobinson

PHOTOS BY MORGAN PRATT
Aggies Elevated students pose after a meeting with Gov. Gary Herbert. From left to right: Berkely Nero, Sophia Shaffer, Brianna Call, Hanna Fassmann and Heber Morse.
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DEAD OR ALIVE

McMullin discusses state of campaign during USU visit

PHOTOS BY Matt Halton
Presidential Candidate Evan McMullin and running mate Mindy Finn answer questions from the press moments before their speeches in the Taggart Student Center on Nov. 4.
By Alyssa Roberts
NEWS STAFF WRITER

Independent presidential candidate Evan McMullin spoke at Utah State University Friday in
the midst of recently-issued polls which show
him trailing both major party candidates in
Utah.
The visit was part of an effort to campaign to
young people by speaking at universities in
Utah in the week before the election.
McMullin, along with running mate Mindy
Finn, addressed a near-full Taggart Student
Center auditorium. The candidates called on
listeners to join their “new conservative movement” – a return to the country’s foundational
principles which includes “returning power to
the people” and the states, and reforming national security and entitlements.
Finn and McMullin also addressed his arguably difficult but not impossible path to the
White House.
Winning Utah’s electoral votes would put McMullin in a position to win the presidency as

long as the race between both major party candidates remains close. If neither candidate can
gain a majority in the electoral college, the
House of Representatives will vote to decide
the election.
As a former Republican congressional staffer,
McMullin expressed optimism toward his
chance of winning if the House decides the
election. However, many of the representatives
who would be called on to cast that vote – including those in Utah – have already pledged to
vote for Donald Trump.
McMullin said he and Finn met with senior officials in Utah to invite them to support his
campaign. Officials told him privately that they
believe in what he stands for, but are too afraid
to risk losing the votes of Trump supporters in
their own reelections, McMullin said.
“They’re putting their own seats, their own
power, their own interest ahead of our interest
and the interest of the country,” McMullin said.
McMullin and Finn spent a large chunk of
their allotted speaking time criticizing Donald
Trump and Hillary Clinton.
“I was waiting the whole time for him to actu-

ally say what he stood for,” said Sam Hendricks,
a freshman double majoring in communications and law and constitutional studies. “I really wanted to know his platform and it took
them forever.”
Once McMullin and Finn got around to talking
about their campaign platform and answering
questions, students said they were impressed
with the message.
“I just wanted to know more about him,” said
Brandi Bushman, a junior studying mathematics. “I was already leaning toward him because
I think he has the best opportunity to block Hillary and Trump but, yeah, this convinced me.”
Freshman Kyle Andrus said this is the first
presidential election he’ll be allowed to vote in,
but he was upset about having to choose between Trump and Clinton.
“Now I see that there’s a third party candidate
that actually does have the values I respect,”
Andrus said. “It feels like my vote is actually
going to count for something and not just go to
a candidate that I don’t feel is going to represent America’s values.”

Though he may have convinced some students, others, like Hendricks, had already cast
ballots for another presidential candidate.
The same is true across the state, where three
recently-published polls show McMullin trailing Trump – and even Clinton – among Utah
voters. A fourth, published by Y2 Analytics Friday, shows Trump leading McMullin by five
percentage points.v
One possible problem with polling data, McMullin said, is that it tends to under-represent
the youth vote. Most younger people don’t have
a landline, which is how polling organizations
typically collect data.
Either way, McMullin said the closeness of the
race for Utah’s electoral votes is a good sign for
his campaign.
“It’s very hard to do what we’re doing; it’s very
hard to achieve what we’re describing – the
race has to be very close,” he said. “If it is a very
close race on November 8, we can block both
Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump by winning
Utah.”
— ac.roberts95@gmail.com
@alyssarbrts

Women in Physics Group works to close gender gap
By Jordan Floyd
NEWS STAFF WRITER

It’s no secret that women, historically, have
been underrepresented, if not completely absent, in the science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) fields, and that
physics, specifically, has been one of the worst.
A report released by the American Physical
Society shows women earned roughly 20 percent of the bachelor’s and doctoral degrees
awarded in the United States in 2010 — a far
cry from an idyllic 50-50 distribution.
Many cite institutional and cultural influences as the reason for the lack of female representation in physics and STEM fields in general. For instance, in their “Women in STEM:
A Gender Gap to Innovation” report — which
looked at women in the STEM professional
fields, specifically — the United States Department of Commerce pointed to “a lack of
female role models, gender stereotyping and
less family-friendly flexibility in the STEM
fields” as the likely reason why women were
underrepresented.
The dismal statistical numbers and social and
institutional hurdles for women call for support and cultural change in the STEM fields
at universities. And in fact, one such organization at Utah State University is answering that
very call.
The USU Women in Physics Group is taking
steps toward closing the gender gap on all levels in physics — undergraduate, graduate and
professional — by providing women in physics
at USU with field-specific information and
Tsupport they may have not received elsewhere.
. The group is headed by USU faculty mem-

bers Maria J. Rodriguez and Tonya Triplett.
The pair host monthly group meetings where
they lead discussions and attempt to create a
social network for the group’s students.
“The idea is to network and to talk about
something concrete,” Rodriguez said.
That “something concrete” is discussions that
range in topic from general career development issues to female-specific issues. And certainly there are not many on USU’s campus
who are better suited to discuss these issues
with students than Rodriguez herself.
Rodriguez’s career began in her native country, Argentina, and has since led her to study
and work in Spain, Germany and the United
States. She has also served in prestigious positions, such as the gravitation and black hole
theory research group leader at the Max
Planck Institute for Gravitational Physics in
Potsdam, Germany. Throughout her career she
has been able to balance work and family, she
said, which makes her an ideal mentor for the
group.
“Some of the undergraduate and graduate
students have concerns about their choices
and careers and how to accommodate personal
life or family issues with going into graduate
school,” Rodriguez said. “I have all the experiences and information because I went through
it.”
Ivana Molina, the graduate student representative for the group, said having a central place
to meet with a variety of mentors and fellow
students has been great, and that the group,
overall, is something that’s essential for her
and her fellow female classmates on campus.
“I feel like it is fantastic to have a space where
we can talk about topics that we care about as

women, undergraduates and graduate students,” Molina said. “I think it is almost necessary. We need a space where we feel like we
can talk freely and without fear of being
judged just because we have different concerns
than men. In a field where men are the big majority, it is good to know that you have fellow
students with similar worries, and that you’re
not the only one.”
Despite the group’s stated focus on women in
physics, participation in the group is not limited to women only.
“We invite everyone in the department,” Rodriguez said. “Some of the male professors
come to the meetings because they also are
happy to contribute.”
Having both male and females provide support and encouragement for women studying

physics, Rodriguez said, is just the thing the
group is trying to accomplish.
“It’s not just a purely female club — it’s more
a meeting point for understanding,” Rodriguez said.
By doing so, she added, she hopes to increase
retention for women studying physics. After
all, there is no other way for women to become
better represented in physics unless they pass
through the ranks as undergraduate and graduate students, and eventually, move on into the
professional world.
“My hope is to try to retain some of those
who are indecisive about their future, and trying to figure out if this crazy plan is possible,”
Rodriguez said.
—jordan.floyd@aggiemail.usu.edu

PHOTOS BY Megan Nielsen
The USU Women in Physics group is working to encourage more women to participate in STEM-related fields.
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PROFESSOR? JOURNALIST? BOTH.

PHOTO BY Matt Halton
Professor Matthew LaPlante is best known for his Intro to News Writing class.

He was looking for people to interview, LaPlan-

By Katherine Taylor
STUDENT LIFE SENIOR WRITER

The convicted serial killer who once threatened

Professor Matthew LaPlante’s life will be released soon.

While trying to arrange an interview with the

accused (now convicted) murderer, LaPlante

said the man not only refused an interview, but

warned him to stop trying to make contact. Now,
his release date isn’t very far away. “I think it’s

in, like 2018, so I think he’s still in jail, but it’s
coming up now,” LaPlante said. “He said, ‘Just so

you know, I’m scheduled for release, and if you
keep pursuing this, I’m coming after you.’”

The threat of death is nothing new for LaPlan-

te. He remembers moments clearly in which he
knew his life was in danger. He remembers viv-

idly when, while embedded with troops in Iraq,
he witnessed a mortar attack for the first time.

“The first one was a rocket,” he said. He whis-

tled, mimicking the high crescendoing hiss of a
firework — a firework or a rocket. “I hate July.

I’m more used to it now, but when I first came
home it was horrific.”

“It was my first time in Iraq, I’d only been there

for three or four days, and a rocket hit this building that was fifty or sixty meters from us,” he

said. “It was really close. I hit the ground, and
there was a Humvee next to me, so I rolled under the Humvee. I looked up and the photogra-

pher I was traveling with was still standing and
he lifted up his camera to take some photos. All

of the sudden, this flash of khaki came and tack-

led him. It was a soldier who threw his body on
top of him because he knew — and this is exactly what happened — another rocket would
come. It hit a palm tree. When it stopped, we

dusted ourselves off and went running to see
what happened.”

At first, he said, the men were laughing, glad to

have survived.

“There were three that hit that day — the two

close to us and one further away,” he said.
“There was a Marine killed instantly, and a soldier who died of his injuries later on. The building had some holes in it, the tree was smoking.

We followed some guys doing markings, trying
to find out where it came from. So we followed
them to where the third one hit.”

“Sometimes there are things that are hard

te said, so his eyes stayed at eye level. But no

about this job. But every now and then you get

soldiers who angrily told him they didn’t want to

boarding, or to meet a baby elephant. I was a

one would speak to him. He approached some
talk to him.

“I told this soldier I was with, it’s really inter-

esting,” he said. “The people who were 300

yards away were just laughing, and these people
seem really f----- up by this. And he said, ‘have

you looked down?’ I looked down and there was

blood and body parts everywhere, all over the
ground. The ground was covered and I just

missed it. I totally missed it. I’m a paid, trained
observer. I felt so ashamed. The story changed
completely. It went from this situation of ‘we
survived’ to realizing that somebody hadn’t.”

The life of a journalist and the opportunity to

fear they won’t make enough money.

“If you don’t want to do this, if you don’t love

paid to step out of a helicopter and go snow-

this, there’s nothing I can say that will make you

sports reporter for a while. I got paid to watch

I have students come in, sometimes in tears, be-

sports. I’ve traveled all around the world. I’ve

been to countries that I’m not allowed to go to
— but I am allowed to go, because I’m a journal-

ist,” he said. “I watched a thunderstorm from
above in Ecuador. I’ve ridden horses in fields of

buffalo — I’ve been chased by a buffalo. Some-

times there are hard things about this job, and
other times it’s like, ‘you’re paying me for this?’”
One of the saddest things, he said, is when stu-

dents who love journalism choose not to pursue

love this,” he said. “You’ll feel it. Every semester

cause they know this is what they want to do
and they’ve been told all their lives that this is a

dead-end career and that they won’t make any

money at it. All I can tell them is, ‘do I look like
I’m hurting?’ I’m okay! I’m okay. And I’m not
even the best at this. You’re going to be okay.”
— katherinetaylor@aggiemail.usu.edu
@kd_taylor96

it because of the instability of the field or the

do work that matters still inspires awe and gratitude for LaPlante.

“Someone was going to die on Iraq on that day;

lots of people died in Iraq on that day,” he said.
“I didn’t want any of that to happen. I would do
anything to bring that soldier and that Marine

back, but people were going to die that day. I

was there, so I got the privilege of telling that

story and the privilege of, for a moment, writing
a story that a bunch of people back home in
Utah probably weren’t going to be able to ignore. I got to tell them about the real consequences of war, what that looks like and feels
like.”

For LaPlante, what makes it worth it is the pos-

sibility that his work has impacted lives for the
better.

“You’re going to see the world at its best and

the world at its worst, and you get to be the per-

son who translates that for people,” he said. “I
could certainly find an easier road. I don’t know

how many lives I’ve changed. It could be zero,
and it could be thousands upon thousands. It’s

hard to measure that kind of thing. It’s probably

closer to zero than thousands of thousands. It’s a

little cliche to say it, but maybe I changed one
person’s life. Maybe I saved one person’s life.”

In the middle of a career that has taken him all

over the world, brought him to witness the birth

of a baby elephant, taken him across borders he
legally shouldn’t be able to cross, gotten him

tased and risked his life many times over, LaPlan-

te is okay, and he wants his students to know
they can be too.

PHOTO BY Matt Halton
LaPlante shows off his pen and sword tatoos.
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Meet your Senator: College of Engineering, Olivia Binks

By Keith Ariaz
STUDENT LIFE WRITER

Utah State University Student Association engi-

neering senator Olivia Binks was more than 15
minutes late for her senator profile interview.

When she arrived, talking faster than an epi-

sode of “Gilmore Girls,” she apologized and explained she had gotten caught up helping another student with a problem. Then she sat down
with a large but genuine smile.

Binks is from South Jordan, Utah. She enjoys

being outside, hiking in the mountains and riding her bike — but don’t call her a cyclist because she says she is nowhere near being good
enough to ever call herself one. She also enjoys

going out to Tandoori Oven and listening to
“The Shins.”

More importantly though, she’s majoring in en-

vironmental engineering and is halfway through
her senior year. She is getting ready to graduate
in May, something she’s been looking forward to
for a long time.

“I’m ready to move on,” Binks said. “I’m ready

to do something else with my life.”

She may not know what that something else is

quite yet, but the fact she doesn’t have her life

planned out after graduation is something that
terrifies her in the best way possible. The only

thing she does know is she wants to take some
time to see what else the world has to offer beyond Utah.

“I want to just go anywhere,” she said. “I like

Utah and I feel like one day I’ll end up in Salt
Lake eventually, but I’d like to go somewhere
else and see the world.”

In many ways, Olivia is a lot like a typical col-

lege senior getting ready to graduate. What

makes her different though, is unlike most stu-

dents, she’s the current elected senator for the
college of engineering. Being the senator of a

college wasn’t something she had always
planned on doing, but with every year that
passed, her mind began to change.

“It was the natural next step,” Binks said. “I was

really involved in clubs for the past three years
and I liked being involved in college. I was part

PHOTO BY Arie Prier
Olivia Binks is the 2016-17 College of Engineering Senator

of the Society of Women Engineers and was the

than she thought. Being senator of her college is

place and she is hopeful the time she spent as a

I was in housing and so the next thing that I

opportunity to allow women to shine in a major

around her, like it has for her personally.

vice president of that. I was an ambassador and

hadn’t done yet was student government, so I
felt like everything I had been doing had been

something she’s proud of and she sees this as an
that is highly populated by men.

Binks hopes to reach out to as many students in

though. I’ve never experienced blatant sexism.

more opportunities than they’ve had in the past.

said. “Most of them at this time are subconscious

Looking back at the time of her campaign, Oliv-

The underlining stigmas are there and women

ia is still surprised that she won the senator position because she didn’t think she had a good

Before she officially ends her run as Senator,

“Gender stereotypes are definitely real,” Binks

building up to this. I felt like I was in a good
place to help students.”

senator will have made an impact on those

have to overcome that.”

It may be hard at times to be the minority in

her college as possible and provide them with

At the very least, she said, she hopes to help students become away of the resources they have.

“I think a lot of students don’t know who they

shot in the beginning.

such a competitive program, but Binks doesn’t

can talk to about issues they are concerned with

my campaign was to talk to individual students

hindered her from succeeding.

them to know that members of the USUSA stu-

“I didn’t have a good strategy,” she said. “But

as much as I could. I had friends who helped me

see it as something that has slowed her down or

“We have a good support system,” she said.

with the design work on my posters, which I

“Good professors, the society of women in engi-

them and I’m really grateful. When it came

there. Being a woman in this program hasn’t

think helped. I couldn’t have done it without
down to it though, I just talked to students and
asked what their concerns were and then I wrote
my platform off of that.”

neering, other peers in same situation; it’s all
hindered me and more than anything, it’s empowered me to make myself better.”

or suggestions they have,” she said, “and I want

dent government sincerely care and will do their
best to help them make changes where they
want to.”

— keithariaz1@gmail.com

With her term coming to an end early next year,

In the end, her campaign was more effective

Binks is excited to meet whoever will take her

laughing. Clafin’s roommate, who helped with
the video, had to be back in town for a test at
8 a.m. “So we did it in one take and then came
back.”
“Grandfather” currently has 2,688 shares
compared to the overall leader Dustin Prinz
who has 32,457. Clafin said he’s pretty sure
he’s made it into the second round, where his
song will be judged by Guitar Center and producer RedOne. The contest offers many prizes
for its top contestants, the grand prize being a
four-song EP with RedOne in Los Angeles,
$25,000, a chance to play on “Jimmy Kimmel
Live!”, gear, various press opportunities and
other performances.
Since Clafin first got a bass guitar in sixth
grade, he has loved playing music, even though
he is now pursuing a marketing degree.
“I’m kind of split,” he said. “I know no matter
what I’m always going to keep playing music,

and the reason I play music is because I love it.
But my dream would be to live off of music
and to do that professionally.”
Clafin said he plans on using his marketing
degree and business skills as backups to a music career, or to bolster his musical career with
that knowledge. In spite of his ambitions in
music, participating in the contest is not a
usual thing for Clafin.
“I’ve seen things like it before,” he said. “Usually I wouldn’t think to join a national competition, but I saw this one and it just seemed
right.”
He will find out in December if he passed
the second round. Until then, he’s turning all
of his attention to finishing his first album.
“I knew at this time I’d be working on an album and trying to get some stuff out, so every
effort I put into this competition is going to
pay off because all the exposure is going to go

Aggie musician in top 50 of national competition
By Michael Burnham
STUDENT LIFE STAFF WRITER

Though Logan may not be a burgeoning music hub like Austin or New York City, it is
proving once again it is more than capable of
housing and inspiring musical talent.
Utah State University Aggie Joshua Clafin is
currently in the top 50 contestants of Guitar
Center’s Songwriter 6, a national songwriting
competition ending Nov 8.
His song, “Grandfather” is a posthumous letter to the patriarch he barely knew, the kind of
sentimental song that feels warm, even though
Clafin’s nose was rosy as he sat in a canoe at
Tony Grove lake to record the music video. He
had to breathe into his frigid hands to play his
guitar.
“We got up there at five in the morning and
we had to wait for the sun to rise,” Clafin said

toward my own music,” he said.
Clafin said he’s glad to be working on an album right now to help distract him from the
competition.
“It’s stuff I’ve been working on from sophomore year until now,” he said. “Now’s the time
I feel like I’ve got to get myself out there.”
The album, which will be titled “Passenger,”
takes the listener alongside Clafin through his
life, observing different moments and changes
in who he is.
The album will be released sometime in early
2017, hopefully January, Clafin said. Unless of
course he’s busy recording in Los Angeles. In
that case, he said, he will happily delay the album release.
—mikeburnham3@gmail.com
@mikeburnham31

PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
USU student Joshua Clafin is in the final 50 contestants for a national songwriting competition.
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“Jon Eccles changed my hockey career”
By Tristan Paradise
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

Utah State head hockey coach Jon Eccles
spends his Wednesday night packing up the
team bus for the upcoming road trip. Hours fly
by, and he is on the bus headed to Boise.
Eccles doesn’t get paid for his time and dedication, but he’s as committed as any of the
coaches who get paid hundreds of thousands to
do their job. Before taking on the position, he
knew there had to be a reason for him to keep
going. His motivation is simply a love for Utah
State.
“I love Utah State,” Eccles said. “And I definitely love the sport of hockey.”
Eccles joined the Aggie coaching staff in 2003
as an assistant. He would spend the next six
and a half years helping before the opportunity
came to become the head coach, an opportunity he jumped at.
One of Eccles’ most productive players at
Utah State was former captain Brian Gibbons.
The Utica college transferee was looking for a
change and Eccles was able to help him find a
home in Logan.
“I got ahold of Jonny and he did everything he
could to help get me into USU,” Gibbons said.
“Jonny not only gave me an opportunity, but he
gave a ton of other guys the same opportunity.”
Gibbons has spent the last couple of seasons
playing professionally in Germany since his
graduation in 2013 — profession Gibbons gives
Eccles credit for.
“The reason I am playing professional hockey
is because Johnny got ahold of someone for
me and they gave me a chance,” Gibbons said.

“Going to Utah State and playing for Jon Eccles
changed my hockey career. I couldn’t be more
proud and thankful to have played at Utah
State under Jonny.”
Gibbons played for the EHC Neuwied Bears
before joining Hannover Indians at the end
of last season. Since then, former Utah State
players Mike Trimboli and Rylee Orr have been
given the same chance playing professionally
with Neuwied.
Eccles has instilled a drive in his players to
achieve their ambitions. Freshman goalie Colter
Pritchard has enjoyed a promising early start to
his Aggie career under Eccles with two shutouts
in his first two games.
Pritchard first met Eccles at the Las Vegas Invitational tournament while he was on a recruiting trip. The impression of Eccles helped make
Pritchard’s choice to come play under him at
Utah State.
“He’s a very straightforward guy who knows
exactly who he wants for his team,” Pritchard
said. “He has a lot of credibility and really
knows what he’s doing.”
Pritchard joins many other Aggies from Alaska
to further extend the line of Alaskans Eccles has
brought to Logan.
Since 2009, Eccles has taken Utah State to
Nationals to compete for a championship five
times. As of the last game played against the
Cougars on Friday, Oct. 28, Eccles holds a 20058-12 record.
From Logan, Utah to Neuwied, Germany,
Eccles is helping student-athletes’ dreams come
true.
— tparadise@aggiemail.usu.edu

PHOTO BY Matt Halton
Coach Eccles fist-bumps a player Friday night before a game against Weber State.

Column: 1,700 miles and a World Series
By Daniel Hansen
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

My mother was born a Cubs fan. Her father,
my grandfather, held true to the Cubs blue
despite growing up deep in White Sox territory
on the Southside of Chicago. In 1970, she got
her first real taste of the friendly confines,
sitting several rows back on the third base line
in Wrigley Field. She grew up watching Ron
Santos and Ernie Banks. She remembers the
anticipatory agony and anguishing defeat of
1984 and 2003. She’s only been alive for exactly
half of the Cubs’ now-vanquished 108-year title
drought, but even she still experienced more
sporting heartbreak than nearly every other fan
of any other team.
And that’s what makes the Cubs’ World Series
victory that much more remarkable. It’s hard to
measure or elaborate on exactly what a
championship means to fans, let alone players.
Yes, almost every fan understands that this any
sport just a game, a man-made competition
highly subject to luck and happenstance. Most
of us realize that, win or lose, life goes on just
as it did before. Bills are still on the table, your
boss will still expect you at work, and the lawn
still won’t mow itself. But despite almost every
fan acknowledging that it’s somewhat foolish to
tie your own hopes, dreams, and emotions to
the simple bouncing of a ball and despite
acknowledging that it’s just a game, we
adamantly propose that it’s more than that. It’s
an escape. A reprieve. It’s a connection. In a
world that so often bombards us with sadness
and anger, sports are the one thing that can
always supply the contrary.
That’s what Cubs fans have been robbed of for
108 years. That’s what my mom was waiting
nearly 54 years for. That’s what thousands of
Cubs fans died still waiting for and what
thousands of people Wednesday night wished
their loved ones were still alive to feel. The
simple, euphoric joy of watching your team win
does not depend on social status or popularity.
It does not depend on your bank account or

AP PHOTO Matt Slocum
Chicago Cubs celebrate after Game 7 of the Major League Baseball World Series against the Cleveland Indians Thursday, Nov. 3, 2016, in
Cleveland. The Cubs won 8-7 in 10 innings to win the series 4-3.

your Facebook account. It simply depends on
you placing your hopes, dreams, and emotions
in that team knowing full well you’re more
likely to end up dejected than jubilant. But that
mere opportunity for jubilance is enough to
keep doing so and the actual realization of it is
more so.
My mom is pretty definitive about what her
biggest regret with my siblings and me is.
Regardless of what I tell her about selling her
Ford Mustang, she’s most upset with herself for

not taking us to a Cubs game in 2008 while on
vacation instead of the countless museums
Chicago has to offer. Museums are great, and
Chicago boasts some of the world’s best, but she
doesn’t think often about her childhood and
visiting the Adler Planetarium. She remembers
quite more fondly, and easily more vividly,
sitting several rows back on the third base line,
watching Ernie Banks and Ron Santos play
within the Friendly Confines of Wrigley Field.
This past May, I had some opportunity to fix

that. With my parents currently living in
Alabama, there’s ample opportunity for frequent
travel back and forth across the country, which
means in the past year, I’ve either flown or
driven across the country eight times. And while
Chicago might not be exactly on the route
between Utah and Alabama, cheap flights
certainly are. And since I’ve always struggled
with presents, tickets to a Cubs game was an
option I couldn’t pass up. Granted, the game
ended up being at ‘Wrigley Field north’, more
commonly known as Miller Park in Milwaukee,
home of the Milwaukee Brewers. And granted,
the Cubs lost. But seeing the Cubs in person for
the first time in over thirty years was enough for
her. And in all fairness, cheering on the team
she grew up with, even in a loss, epitomized
what it’s meant to be a Chicago Cubs fan.
That’s part of the reason the Cubs fanbase has
been one of my favorites in all of sports. Being a
fan of the Ravens, Red Sox, and Celtics, I’ve
been quite spoiled with championships. I’ve
come to expect them often. But without the
euphoria of a championship, or often even the
hope of competing for one, Cubs fans have had
to survive off of simply watching the team play,
whether that be at Wrigley Field in person or on
TV with several loved persons. Even with a
team referred to as the ‘Lovable Losers’, Wrigley
Field was always filled with thousands who
loved less the championship and more the team
and baseball, in general. In that aspect, the
curses and the goats will be missed.
But 108 years is long enough to have to
survive without the euphoria of a championship. And that euphoria is now rampant in the
Northside and will be for the foreseeable future.
It was rampant on Wednesday night as I
watched the last few outs in a random sports
bar in downtown Salt Lake City. And it was rampant in an apartment 1,700 miles away in
Huntsville, Alabama. And in the magic of sports,
and the breaking of a curse, 1,700 miles felt like
zero.

— daniel.b.hansen@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Utah State returns to the hardwood

PHOTOS BY Kyle Todecheene
TOP LEFT: Starting guard Shane Rector hangs in the air during a shot against the SVU
Knights.
TOP RIGHT: Senior Jalen Moore defends against an SVU player. The Aggies won their
first and only preseason game convincngly, beating the Knights 83-55 at home in the
Dee Glen Smith Spectrum.
BOTTOM LEFT: Junior Julion Pearre starts a drive to the basket.
BOTTOM RIGHT: True freshman Koby McEwen dazzled in his first outing as an Aggie,
scoring 19 points on 7-7 shooting in just 18 minutes. McEwen finished with five
boards and three assists.
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Debate this:
Bear River
Water Conservancy District

On your Cache County ballot, there’s
a proposed Cache Water District,
AKA a water conservancy district. (It’s
Proposition 11.) The purpose of a
conservancy district is to save water.
If passed, the district would have 11
officials. These officials would have
the ability to tax Cache Valley residents.

Consider the Cache
Water District
In public policy, an “issue” is something

about which people disagree. The key issue

regarding the proposed Cache Water District

(CWD) is whether we have moved past fear as

a driver for our water policy and now embrace
the need for a locally funded expert panel

to figure out how best to manage our water
resources.

Voting “no” based on a simple desire to min-

imize taxes or government is a cop-out. Taxes

tives of the initial five year plan emphasize

attended the meetings and listened, as none

here in Cache Valley, there are some who wish

because the Cash Water District, since its in-

studies, and water rights banking. If you had
of the contrarians did, you’d have heard the

proponents concerns that protecting the envi-

ronment is important. Understanding environmental needs and impacts is not an easy task.
It takes a dedicated stream of funding.

And that’s exactly why a CWD is a good

the expertise, and the guaranteed funding,

Water is complicated and few people are

complexities. Some opponents fear that the

CWD is only a ruse to develop the Bear River.

But it is highly unlikely that another dam will
be built on the Bear River. There isn’t suffi-

cient water in the Bear River to be impounded, if there ever was. The Division of Water

Resources is finally realizing that their flovw
projections, crafted in 1990 after some of

Utah’s wettest years, are perhaps 26% higher

than long term averages. The difference wipes

out the potential storage for a Bear River project. Moreover, the costs of impounding and

diverting the Bear River would be outrageous;
even the “preferred” alternative in the recent
Bear River Pipeline Concept report estimates

costs at $1.8 billion, or almost $8,200 per acre
foot of storage. And remember, the federal

government isn’t subsidizing these projects
anymore. Further, the impacts of removing

that water from the Bear River and the Great
Salt Lake would be so severe, from increased

dust bearing toxic metals and faster snowpack

citizen review. And it can have the interest,
unreliant on the vagaries of county budgeting,
become our “go to” expert on surface and

groundwater flows, develop reliable estimates

for water use, promote conservation, bank water rights no longer used by agricultural lands
when converted to housing, secure in-stream

for decades.

Contrarians cloud the issues with their own

fears; fears of not just Bear River devel-

Bear River water plans that embrace the big
picture and the long term future. A CWD

could help to pipe water from areas of surplus
to areas of need within the county. It could be
a local source of knowledge, perspective, and

they are intent on building dams because,

well, because that’s what engineering consulting firms do. Balderdash! The critics should
know better.

The truth is that the proponents have come

a long way from alleged Neanderthal-esque

attitudes of decades past. The top five objec-

Under this current proposal, this group of un-

not enough public discussion or input has been
sought after or acknowledged.

I urge Cache County Voters to reject the Cash

elected officials will actually have the power to

Water District proposal in its current form.

would be forced to blindly trust in their ability to

unfamiliar, and should never have to accept the

write the rules which govern themselves, and we
make huge decisions that may affect generations
to come. The main objective of a water district is

to facilitate a region’s master water plan. Can we
really trust the plan that lies before us?

First question: what will this cost taxpayers?

over $1,000,000 each year in revenue. Not only
additional layer of government will be created.

thority than our currently elected Cache County
officials. I understand the need for responsible
government on key issues like this, but blind
obedience will not do.

Next question: How might this district affect

foresight to ensure that our water is managed

the Great Salt Lake? Since 65% of the water

tures, and to help us respond to the changes

any development the Cash Water District’s

for future generations as well as wild crea-

of global weirding that even now accompany
global climate change. It’s not a question of
whether there is some other possible way

to achieve one of these things, but whether
there’s a better way to achieve them all.

Every new policy has risks. But we have the

entity with its own source of funding that

way. It takes faith and a belief that we have

evolved beyond the 19th century attitudes of
survival against nature and learned to work

within nature’s constraints. Will we have that
courage?

— Bryan Dixon was president of Bridgerland

district. He organized public meetings to discuss

ing firm to help develop a master plan, then

will have two years to do whatever they see fit.

thing that is clear about this proposal, it’s that

Citizens should not vote for the unknown and

appointment of unelected “water tsars.” Cache
Valley has a long history of successful water

management, and residents should be more

involved in the development of water policies

that will have a tremendous impact upon all of

ballot initiative will be thought out more thor-

other water conservancy districts to develop

conspiracies to waste water in a headlong

since the County hired an engineering consult-

a mysteriously appointed board of overseers

developers and business interests? If there is one

These water bureaucrats will have no more au-

Great Salt Lake, and stand toe-to-toe with the

Audubon Society in the late 1990s and fought

dash to…well, something. They claim that

operate, we do know that for the first two years

who seek to profit from its creation, such as

in managing our water resources. Therefore,

opment, but backroom politics, nefarious

schemes to steal water from other districts,

about how the Cash Water District will actually

ception,has been shrouded in mystery by those

will a new tax be placed on residents, but an

really cares about water in a comprehensive

tions, and air quality would embroil the state

water supplies. Although not much is known

the watershed and a conservation pool for the

that provide for environmental protections in

the public outcry would drown out the voices
to the public trust doctrine, wetland protec-

to open the door to develop and sell our vital

stand on this vital issue. Why? Perhaps it is

Allegedly, about $20-$35 a year, which will total

opportunity to create a new and competent

of development. Finally, the lawsuits related

ought to reflect the value we place upon it. Yet,

flows, advocate for more sensible water laws

melting to loss of extraction industries and

hemispheric hits on migrating waterfowl, that

Finally, and most importantly, far too many

citizens are still confused about where they

we organize and work together toward the

interested in investing time to understand its

Water is life. We search for it on distant

planets. We ought to cherish it, and our policy

idea. It will be an elected body, subject to

common good.

CA$H Water
District

conservation, aquifer storage, environmental

buy us civilization. Government isn’t an evil
impediment; it’s just a mechanism whereby

PHOTO BY Matt Halton
Zach Frankel, executive director of the Utah Rivers Council, presents at the College of Natural Resources “Stop Bear River
Development” seminar Oct. 6 at Utah State University.

earlier attempts at a local water conservancy

the Amalga Barrens Dam proposal in 1997 and
1999, which helped to remove that site from

future consideration. And most important, he

observed firsthand the Bridgerland Water Conservancy Group in spring 2016 as they devel-

oped the bylaws and purpose statements for the

Cache Water District. He is an environmentalist

with a master’s degree in planning and completed a thesis on groundwater protection policy.

going into the lake comes from the Bear River,
unelected officials might approve could signifi-

cantly lower water levels. You know, I don’t want

to sound like an alarmist here, but in some worst

our futures.

Despite all that I have said, I do see the merit

I have hope that over the next two years, this

oughly. There must be more public feedback and
dialogue with a wider range of water specialists
and community leaders involved. The water

management board should be democratically

elected, and be regulated by immutable laws of
conduct. Lastly, as someone who truly appreciates our natural resources, I hope there will be

clearly outlined steps towards the conservation

and environmental stewardship of our communal water sources.

If a water district should ever come to exist,

case scenarios put forth by Utah’s own scientific

we deserve a better plan than the one currently

Lake were to dry up (without its own ecological

transparent and defined vision of our communi-

community, it is projected that if the Great Salt
water right,) the resulting air pollution caused
by the dust bowl left behind would become so

proposed. We need a plan that presents a more
ty’s future.

— Darren Bingham is a senior studying market-

severe, that our state’s capital would become

ing sustainability and environmental stewardship

Lookup Owens Lake, California. Seriously, folks.

nature lover and is looking forward to this election

vacant. Need an example of this happening?

We need to be foresightful about these things,

and I am not seeing such wisdom in the current
proposal.

in the College of Natural Resources. He is an avid
cycle being over.
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Building Material
METAL ROOF/WALL Panels, Pre-engineered Metal Buildings. Mill prices for
sheeting coil are at a 4 year low. You get
the savings. 17 Colors prime material, cut
to your exact length. CO Building Systems
1-800-COBLDGS.
Health & Nutrition
Lung Cancer? 60 or Older? If So, You and
Your Family may Be Entitled To A Significant Cash Award. Call 800-778-4167 To
Learn More. No Risk, No Money Out of
Pocket.
Chronic Pain? Back or joint pain, arthritis?
Recent Medicare/health coverage changes
may benefit you! Products are little to NO
COST, if qualified. FREE Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. CALL 1- 800-7417579.
Xarelto users have you had complications
due to internal bleeding (after January
2012)? If so, you MAY be due financial
compensation. If you don’t have an attorney, CALL Injuryfone today! 1-800-2814236.
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain?
Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO
cost to you. Medicare Patients Call Health
Hotline Now! 1- 800-914-8849.
Help Wanted
Quality Transportation is hiring CDL-A
Drivers. Locations in Nevada. MUST BE
WILLING TO RELOCATE. Call 775-6352443 or www.qtinv.net for application.

Logan Jones

———

———

Creative, musical, nurturing teacher wishes to
adopt a baby into her loving & secure home.
Expenses Paid. Call Lillian 1-888-861-8427 or
www.liliadopts.com
DISH Network - NEW FLEX PACK- Select
the Channels You Want. FREE Installation.
FREE Streaming. $39.99/24 months. ADD
Internet for $14.95 a month. CALL 1-800611-1081.
Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button sends
help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you
can’t reach a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL
800-831-5787
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered tothe-door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 75% PLUS
get 4 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers Order
The Family Gourmet Buffet - ONLY $49.99.
1-800-314-2312 mention offer 46191MKB
or www.OmahaSteaks.com/fire66.
Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for Seniors.
Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by
Arthritis Foundation. Therapeutic Jets.
Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Installation
Included. Call 800-682-1403 for $750 Off.
Personals
Meet singles right now! No paid operators,
just real people like you. Browse greetings,
exchange messages and connect live. Try it
free. Call now: 800-359-2796.
NOW HIRING: Work and travel. 6 Openings Now. $20+ PER HOUR. Full-Time
Travel, Paid. Training, Transportation Provided. Ages 18+, BBB Accredited. Apply online
www.protekchemical.com 1-866-751-9114.

photo manager

manager

student life

Miscellaneous
Spectrum Triple Play TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed
No contract or commitment. We buy your
existing contract up to $500! 1-800-6083361.

———

Elise Wilding
Megan McNulty
Miranda Lorenc

Richard Poll

Drive with Uber. No experience is required,
but you’ll need a Smartphone. It’s fun and
easy. For more information, call: 1-800939-8254.

design managers

sports manager
———

Morgan Pratt

opinion manager

copy editors

Parker Atkinson
video content
manager
———
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STATESMAN@USU.EDU
435.797.1775

Connect
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the Aggie
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through
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multimedia
coverage.

Follow us on:
@UtahStatesman
/UtahStatesman
@UtahStatesman

DOING WHAT WE SAY SINCE 1935.

SEE FOR YOURSELF.

SIGN-ON BONUSES — UP TO $7,500 —
AVAILABLE IN YOUR AREA!
Opportunities available in this division

VAN TRUCKLOAD | DEDICATED

Team and Solo | Regional and Over-the-Road
COMPANY DRIVER BENEFITS
$6,000 tuition reimbursement | Paid orientation and ongoing training
Medical, dental and vision insurance and 401(k) plan
schneiderjobs.com
schneiderowneroperators.com
800-44-PRIDE | 800-28-LEASE
Ju Rea Us He
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Sp ha ov
ar ng ide
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Paying too much for SR-22 or similar highrisk car insurance? Call NOW to see how
we could save you money TODAY 1-800410-0130.
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SPORTS
USUSTATESMAN.COM
USUSTATESMAN.COM

Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the
humane thing. Donate it to the Humane
Society. Call 1- 800-849-1593.

Mark Bell

news manager

CLASSIFIED ADS
Automotive
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-800360-4120.

Melanie
Fenstermaker

———
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Please Help Us
This Thanksgiving!
You can give a delicious Thanksgiving
dinner to a Hungry and Homeless
person for Only $1.98!
Salt Lake City Mission a trusted service provider for over
22 years will serve delicious ham or turkey and dressing,
mashed potatoes with gravy, vegetables, roll, big piece
of pie and drink. Your gift will also provide help, clean
clothes, hygiene kits, life skills, education, assistance
counseling and so much more to the needy. This year we
expect to serve over 50,000 meals this Holiday Season!

o$19.80 provides 10 delicious Christmas dinners
o$27.72 provides 14 delicious Christmas dinners
A good meal is often the first step to a new life! o$55.44 provides 28 delicious Christmas dinners
o$108.90 provides 55 delicious Christmas dinners
You will receive a tax-deductible receipt.
o$198.00 provides 100 delicious Christmas dinners
Please mail your gift today!
o$542.52 provides 274 delicious Christmas dinners
Salt Lake City Mission
o$1,083.06 provides 547 delicious Christmas dinners
PO Box 142, SLC, UT 84110-0142
o$5,000 or my best gift of Other $_________________
Donate By Phone 801-355-6310 oPlease bill my credit card monthly for the above amount
“Providing real change not just spare change since 1993”
Name_____________________________________
Costs are approximate, include operation
Address____________________________________
expenses and may be used for programs to
City/State/Zip______________________________
help the homeless throughout the year.
If Credit Card, #_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
We never sell your name.
Exp. Date: _______ Signed:______________________
Not Affiliated with The Rescue Mission of Salt Lake Donate Online: www.saltlakecitymission.org

MONDAY, NOV. 7, 2016
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CALENDAR | NOVEMBER 3-7
A
AD
DD
D Y O UR EVENT AT U S U S TAT E S M A N . C O M / E V E N T S

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Ridgeline Marching Band/ Turning Failure into Suc- Dia de los Muertos
Pizza Pie Cafe Fundraiser
cess
TSC Ballroom

Movie Monday — Me Before You

25% of purchases go to support the
band, 12 p.m.

Free, 6:30 p.m.

Pizza Pie Cafe

TSC 225B

Free, 3:30 p.m.

Free, 5 p.m.

North Logan City Library

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Lighting the Fire: Ceramics ONCE the Musical
Education in the American The Ellen Eccles Theatre
West
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art

$49-58, 7:30 p.m.

Free, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY,NOVEMBER 9
Lighting the Fire: Ceramics Caine Chamber Ensembles
Education in the American Caine Performance Hall — Utah
West
State University
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art
Free, 7 p.m.

Free, 7:30 p.m.

• Sell ads
• Run events
• Travel to conferences
• Network with professionals
& MUCH MORE!

Visit TSC 311 or email
marketing.ar@usu.edu
to learn more

Marketing Interns Needed!

ELECTION 2016

CANDIDATE
PROFILES:

President ........................... Pg. 2-3
Senator ............................. Pg. 6
Representative ................... Pg. 7
Governor .......................... Pg. 8
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Donald Trump

Hillary Clinton

Education: Hillary Clinton promised that
under her presidency by 2021, families
with incomes up to $125,000 per year will
not pay tuition at in-state four-year public
colleges and universities. She plans to
allow every student from families making
$85,000 a year or less to go to in-state
four-year public college or university without paying tuition.
“If you go to a public college or university, you will not have to borrow a dime.”
—Hillary Clinton, July 2016.

Education: Donald Trump stated he
values education and plans to make sure
families have more options about where to
send their kids to school. Though he hasn’t
specified as to how, Trump also plans to
make it easier for families to afford higher
education.
“We’re twenty-sixth in the world. Twenty-five countries are better than us at
education. And some of them are like
third world countries. But we’re becoming
a third world country.” —Donald Trump,
June 2015.
National Security: Donald Trump has
said that he plans to strengthen the military by increasing the number of soldiers
and weapons in the U.S. He plans to pay
for these increases by conducting a full
audit of the Pentagon, eliminating incorrect payments, reducing duplicative
bureaucracy, collecting unpaid taxes, and
ending unwanted and unauthorized federal programs.
“Nobody will be tougher on ISIS than
Donald Trump.” —Donald Trump, June
2015.
Gun Rights: Trump stated he supports
the second amendment but plans to keep
the ‘violently mentally ill’, violent criminals, drug dealers and gang members off
the streets. He has not revealed on how to
do this at this time.
“Democrats want to confiscate all guns,
which is a dumb idea because only the
law-abiding citizens would turn in their
guns and the bad guys would be the only
ones left armed,” —Donald Trump, 2000.
Renewable Energy: Trump stated he
plans to use more American coal and shale
gas resources in a responsible and clean
way of eliminating the U.S.’s dependency
on other countries for energy.
“America’s incredible energy potential
remains untapped.” —Donald Trump, May
2016.
Healthcare: Donald Trump said he plans
to eliminate Obama’s health-care system
by replacing it with his own patient-centered health-care plan that would allow
patients and doctors to make primary
decisions. Though details of the plan have
yet to be discussed Trump assures voters
that the plan will provide high-quality,
affordable care.
“I want to get rid of Obamacare and get
you something great,” —Donald Trump,
May 2016.

National Security: During her presidency Clinton hopes to continue to develop
military technology. If elected she will
harden defenses at home by reprioritizing
intelligence agencies’ agendas to keeping
guns out of the hands of suspected terrorists. Clinton also hopes to work with allies
to end the war on terrorism.
“The professionals who keep us safe
would be the first to say we need better
intelligence to discover and disrupt terrorist plots before they can be carried out.”
—Hillary Clinton, June 2014.

PRESIDENTS

Gun Rights: Clinton hopes to keep guns
away from terrorists, domestic abusers,
and other violent criminals by requiring
comprehensive background checks for
gun owners. In addition, Clinton will ban
people from the “no fly” list from owning
guns.
“I know we are a smart enough nation
to figure out how you protect responsible
gun owners’ rights and get guns out of
the hands of people who shouldn’t have
them.” —Hillary Clinton, February 2016.
Renewable Energy: Under Clinton’s
presidency, she plans for the U.S. to have
half a billion solar panels by 2020. This
will create renewable electricity to power every home in America in the next 10
years and create thousands of new jobs.
“We’re going to have new jobs in infrastructure, in manufacturing and clean
renewable energy.” —Hillary Clinton,
February 2016.
Healthcare: Hillary Clinton stated she
plans to defend the Affordable Care Act
if elected. She also provided additional
plans to crack down on drug companies
charging excessive prices, slow the growth
of out-of-pocket costs, and provide a new
credit to those facing high health expenses.
“What we have to do, I think, is defend
the Affordable Care Act and fix it.” —Hillary Clinton, March 2016.
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Gary Johnson

Evan McMullin

Education: Johnson has said he plans to
cut all federal spending for education and
instead allow state and local governments
to have full control over education policies.
“All I suggest is to make K-12 like higher
education. Higher education in the United
States is the best in the world because
these institutions compete with each other
for your tuition dollar. Let’s just bring
competition to public education.” —Gary
Johnson, October 2012.

Education: McMullin would reform K-12
education by allowing students to use
vouchers to attend schools they may not
be zoned for. Teachers would be rewarded based on merit and schools would be
encouraged to allow home-schooled students to participate in sports and electives.
McMullin also opposes Common Core.
McMullin would require higher education institutions to pay back a portion of
debt from students who don’t graduate or
default on loans.
“By empowering families and communities, we can make sure that every child
in America has access to a high-quality
education.” —Evan McMullin.

National Security: Gary Johnson stated
he believes the U.S. should continue to
build military defenses but not use military strength when trying to solve the
world’s problems because this creates
more enemies.
“We have enough problems to solve right
here at home.” —Gary Johnson, October
2016.
Gun Rights: Johnson has said he supports the right for citizens to own guns
as long as they are law-abiding citizens.
Johnson has not proposed any way to
ensure that only law-abiding citizens own
guns.
“I don’t believe there should be any
restrictions when it comes to firearms.
None.” —Gary Johnson, August 2016.
Renewable Energy: Johnson supports
renewable energy and renewable energy
research as long as the government does
not play a special role in developing it.
“The environment is a precious gift and
must be protected.” —Gary Johnson,
2016.
Healthcare: Johnson believes that
Americans deserve the best possible services and products available at affordable
prices. However, he does not believe that
the government should be involved in the
healthcare market. Therefore the government shouldn’t provide healthcare.
“I reject the insurance model. I think we
should have a free-market approach to
healthcare.” —Gary Johnson, July 2016.

PRESIDENTS

National Security: Evan McMullin
believes that what the U.S. spends on
the military should reflect the threats to
its security, not domestic political goals.
McMullin believes the Department of
Defense should be held more accountable
for its spending and actions and audit the
department if elected into office.
“A President’s most solemn responsibility
is to the men and women under his command.” —Evan McMullin.
Gun Rights: McMullin said he will never
infringe upon the rights of gun owners if
elected. He plans to reform the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and “turn
its purpose to assisting law enforcement in
the solution of gun-related crimes
Renewable Energy: McMullin believes in
promoting energy innovation by funding
research institutions but not corporations.
He opposes the Obama Administration’s
Clean Power Plan.
“We must expand domestic energy production across the board.” —Evan McMullin.
Healthcare: McMullin plans to repeal
the Affordable Care Act but keep some
elements, such as guaranteed coverage for
pre-existing conditions. McMullin’s plan
will provide tax credit for every household
that does not have insurance through an
employer and increase medicare and medicaid coverage.
“Real healthcare reform means putting
patients, families and doctors at the heart
of healthcare.” —Evan McMullin.
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Mike Lee

Misty Snow

Education: Lee does not believe that
higher education needs more funding or
lower rates. In order to better educate U.S.
citizens Lee has said he would like to see
more options for education which doesn’t
necessarily mean colleges or universities
but rather trade schools and other types of
higher education.
“The answer isn’t more funding or lower
rates for existing Title IV programs. The
answer is to make more kinds of students
and more kinds of education eligible for
them.” —
 Mike Lee, October 2016.

Education: Snow has said that state
colleges and universities should be tuition-free. For students not attending state
sponsored colleges Snow has said that
interest rates on student loans need to be
decreased.
“Why are we making money off of our
students? Why not offer them interest-free loans that they can use to pay for
their college expenses? If we want our
workforce to be strong, skilled, and competitive, then it is necessary that we invest
in higher education and allow everyone
an opportunity to attend college.” —Snow,
October 2016.

Minimum Wage: Lee does not support
raising the minimum wage or even having
a minimum wage. Lee believes by enforcing a minimum wage is unconstitutional
since nowhere in the Constitution is the
federal government authorized to dictate
how much private businesses pay their
employees for services performed as part
of a private, voluntary contract.
“Congress has become fundamentally
incapable of fiscal responsibility.” —Mike
Lee, July 201.
Health Care: Lee has taken a strong position against the Affordable care act. He
believes that the act give too much power
to the federal government. Lee hopes to
defund and repel the current healthcare
system and instead replace it with a free
market system.
“The real solution to our current health
care challenge is less government involvement in the process--not more.” —Mike
Lee, July 2010
Public Lands: Lee does not believe that
federal government should have control
over public lands. He has said that only
state governments will be able to properly
care for and monitor public lands.
“State management of public land > federal management of public land.” —Mike
Lee, July, 2016.

Minimum Wage: Snow has advocated
for an increase in minimum wage as high
as 15 dollars. Snow has said that a higher
minimum wage would help millions of
people get out of poverty, reduce the number of people that require food stamps,
and help grow the economy.
“American workers deserve to be paid a
living wage. It’s time that we gave it to
them.” —Snow, October 2016.

SENATORS

Health Care: Snow has said that although the Affordable Care Act was a
good start more needs to be done to provide affordable healthcare to U.S. citizens.
Snow has proposed adopting a single
payer system. A single payer system would
ensue that everyone would be covered on
all fronts for health care while the government would use tax dollars to cover the
costs.
“The Affordable Care Act was a good
beginning, but it’s just that, a beginning.
Much more needs to be done to ensure
that all people in this country have full
access to healthcare.” —Snow, October
2016.
Public Lands: Snow believes that the
federal government should have control
over public lands. She has said that state
legislature does not have the resources to
care for the lands, which she believes will
help bring in more revenue to businesses
around protected lands through tourism.
“The state legislature does not have the
resources to care for the lands of which
they are trying to gain control. They only
want to gain control of this land so that it
can be sold to private hands, which would
end public access to this land forever.” 
—Snow, October 2016
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Rob Bishop

Peter Clemens

Education: Rob Bishop believes parents
and local teachers should decide the type
of education that best fits the needs of
their students. He fights to provide teachers, students and parents with resources, which he believes are rightly theirs.
Bishop also said he supports tax breaks for
students in higher education.
“We are counterproductive when we
waste money on one-size-fits-all federal
programs that bind the hands of creative
teachers and administrators at the local
level.” —Bishop, October 2016.

Education: Peter Clemens plans to
decrease Wall Street’s influence on the student loan process, so education loans can
have affordable interest rates. He believes
veterans deserve better access to higher
education. Clemens hopes to increase the
amount of federal funding for student
grants.
“Much like Damian Lillard (a former Weber State Basketball player) still represents
Ogden, I will too.” —Clemens, October
2016.
Jobs: Clemens believes the small business and companies that keep jobs in the
U.S. deserve tax breaks. Clemens has not
produced any other plan or idea to create
more jobs in the U.S.
“The gap between the middle class and
the billionaires has grown by leaps and
bounds as tax cuts go to the wealthiest
while middle class wages stagnate.”
—Clemens, October 2016.

Jobs: Bishop said he believes in letting
Americans keep their money and by
cutting the burden of federal taxes, more
Americans will be able to create and find
jobs.
“I firmly believe that the best way to
stimulate our economy and create jobs
is to let hard-working Americans keep
more of their money; after all, the money
belongs to them, not to Washington.”
—Bishop, October 2016.
Use of Public Lands: Bishop said he
believes public lands should not be controlled by federal government. Rather,
states and private property owners should
control the lands. He said that he supports
using the resources that public lands provide and that he values the “Western way
of life.”
“It’s not that the federal government is
malicious, but when they own one third of
America, it is just too much to effectively
manage from Washington. Utah is a public
lands state. It has always been, and it
always will be. The question is how those
public lands are managed. That’s where
local government has the advantage.”
—Bishop, July 2016.
Health Care: Bishop voted against
Obamacare in 2015. He believes the federal government should not make decisions
on healthcare. Instead, individual states
create their own plans for health care.
“I voted against the original Obamacare
bill because it was bad policy. I argued for
free market alternatives that were available at the time.” —Bishop, January 2016.

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

Use of Public Lands: Clemens said he
believes tourism is Utah’s number one
source of revenue and that by protecting
public lands Utah’s economy will increase.
Clemens does not believe states can protect those lands because of financial limitations and instead federal government
should be responsible for making decisions
on what happens to public lands.
“With 5 national parks, it’s no surprise
that each year, our public lands bring in
millions of tourists from across the world.
This tourism is a keystone to much of our
economy.” —Clemens, October 2016.
Health Care: Clemens has said that U.S.
healthcare need to be reformed. Clemens
believes government spending on healthcare needs to decrease while at the same
time federal government funding for
healthcare needs to increase so that families are paying less for healthcare. Clemens proposes making up the difference by
negotiating with drug companies on the
price of prescription drugs.
“As a nation, we spend more than any
other country on healthcare, and yet we
do not list in even the top ten on most
ranking of healthcare outcomes worldwide.” —Clemens, October 2016.
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Gary Herbert

Mike Weinholtz

Education: Gary Herbert released a
budget plan that would grant over $232.5
million to higher education institutions.
The money would fund new buildings,
scholarships, programs and increase salaries for faculty and staff.
“Education has been my number one
budget priority.” —Gary Herbert, September 2016.

Education: Mike Weinholtz said tuition
for higher education is too high and plans
to bring it down by increasing taxes for
the top 1.5 percent of wage earners in
Utah.
“We need to do something big and bold
to make sure that our children get the
education that they deserve.” —Mike
Weinholtz, September 2016.

Jobs: Herbert said he believes the private
sector should create jobs, not the government.
“I believe the market will make the determinations of the winners and the losers.”
—Gary Herbert, September 2016.

Jobs: Weinholtz said he plans to increase
Utah’s production of renewable energy in
order to create more jobs.
“We’ve got enough minimum wage jobs
and $10-an-hour jobs. We need careers
that can support families.” —Mike Weinholtz, September 2016.

Use of Public Lands: Herbert plans to
protect Utah’s natural beauty, while still
developing its natural resources.
“The protection and development of public lands does not have to be an either-or
decision.” —Gary Herbert, October 2016.
Water Rights: Herbert plans to increase
funding to create a sufficient, safe, and
reliable water supply to meet the appropriate needs of a growing population. This
proposed water supply is also expected to
balance residential, economic, recreation,
agricultural, and environmental uses.
“Water is the lifeblood of Utah.” —Gary
Herbert, September 2016.
Air Quality: Herbert said he plans
to continue to provide funding for the
science of pollution formation in Utah
and atmospheric chemistry. In addition,
Herbert plans to continue funding ways to
educate the population on how to increase
the quality of air and how they can stay
safe when the air quality drops.
“We’re not where we need to be, but
we’ve done a lot to get to where we’re at
today.” —Gary Herbert, September 2016.
Health Care: Gary Herbert stated he
is against the Affordable Care Act and
believes that state government should be
in charge of creating healthcare for its
citizens.
“We need to have states with flexibility.
The Affordable Care Act did not give us
the flexibility we needed.” —Gary Herbert,
September 2016.

Use of Public Lands: Weinholtz said he
believes in protecting public lands and
that the federal government should have
no control over Utah’s lands.
“I will protect our heritage and our public
lands, and I won’t allow them to be sold
off.” —Mike Weinholtz, September 2016.

GOVERNORS

Water Rights: Weinholtz plans to allow
water districts to implement penalties for
improper water use and abuse. He said he
is against the Lake Powell Pipeline, and
the Bear River Project.
“The Lake Powell Pipeline is unnecessary,
unwanted and fiscally irresponsible.” —
Mike Weinholtz, September 2016.
Air Quality: Weinholtz said he plans to
increase the amount of clean energy in
Utah in order to increase air quality. He
also promised to replace every broken
government vehicle with an electric one.
“I will give the Division of Air Quality
the tools they need, work with industries
to find mutually beneficial solutions, and
reduce personal and vehicle emissions.”
—Mike Weinholtz, October 2016.
Health Care: Weinholtz supports Medicaid and plans to expand it to cover those
with lower incomes.
“The legislature sits in an ivory tower and
says, ‘Okay we’ll cover you 9,000, but you
111,000, you have to continue to suffer.’
That is a moral outrage.” —Mike Weinholtz, September 2016.

